
Dear Sir!'Madam, 

t am w~iling in regard to Docket No. 03-101 -2, the Aniinai and Plant Health 
Inspection Senrice's (APHIS) intent to prepare an environmental impact statenlent 
!ESS) :~S:silve to its consicierafics, of a ps!iti9lcn rscei~ed f r c ~ l  Monmfo Company and 
The Scocts Company for a determination of nonreyulated status for GE creeping 
kentgra,cs. ft is critical that APHIS conduct an environmental impact s ta tement  on 
GE creeping bentgrass, as the release of this GE organism has unique potential to 
i?egativety impact the n$ural environment. 

! tlrge APH!S to consider the following points in preparation of its environmentat 
impact s!atenent. Creeping bentgrass is a yeremiai, wind-~ollinated specias that 
has p~teniiial to cross-poiiinate witi7 12-1 4 wild relat~ves. No other cornmercia\ized 
aenetiuily engineered organism is a pererat7ial species with the potential t o  cross- 
bxdlinate with such a far@? n~n:be~ of wiM rdatives. 

A recent study conducted by the €PA found evidence ~f 'multipk instances at 
i?umeroL.is locations of long-distance viable pollen movement f o m  multiple source 
6elds cf GM (genetically modified) creeping Dentgrass." Additionally, !he study f ~ u n d  
that the benigrass hsci the potential to crass-polfinate with species up tc~ 13 miles 
aLvay. 

if approired for commercial release, genstically engineered bentgrass could be 
pianted cm more than 17,000 golf courszs and millions of private lawns across th@ 
;;ountry. %G other genetical@ engineered arganisrn has been planted on srnaft piots 
d prrkiic, and private lands spread throumc~ut the country. Up until now, genetically 
engineered crrganisrns have been lirnitect ta farmtai-id. S~mcf? widescale plantings 
virtually snswe contmitnation by GE bentgrass. 

Genetr~ily eng~ngered bentgrass has been opposed by both the U.S. Forest 
Servrcs and !he Bureau of Land Management ,  because if and related species can 
;.ire senwa v~@et%s, and because they would iose the ahiiity io use Roundup, one of 
lherr best methods of weed control, to keep the GE creeping bentgrass it out of 
i?afro~a! a r k s  ard furest iands. 

-- 
r hank you for your consideration ofthe ahve  points FI your upcorning 
env~ronnlental impact statement. 1 appreciate your c-mmrtment ta conducting an EIS 
on this r19w gennotically engineered orgartism that has such pot~nt~al to negative!y 
~ p a c t  ff.s f7arur~i environment 

RECEIVED 
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